THE 
Miniſiry of the Letter 
VINDIC ATE D 
FROM THE 
Charge of Anti-Chriflianiſm. 

OR AN 
ANSWER 
T0 
Mr. WoorsrTon's Four Free- 


Gifts to the CLERGY, and 1 
Challenges on this Queſtion, 


Whether the Hireling Prieſts of this Age, 
who are all Miniſters of the Letter, be 
not Worſhippers of the Apocalyptical 1 
Beaſt, and Miniſters of Anti-Chriſt! 4 
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THE 


Ml niſtry of the Letter 


VINDICATED 


FROM THE 


Charge of Anti-Chriſtianiſin. 
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England from thoſe foul Aſperſions that 
Author caſt on them. And though as yet 
T have met with no Preferment for that 
Performance, according to the Cuſtom of 
our Biſhops to reward thoſe moſt who 
have deſervd beſt of our Church; neither 
have any of thoſe eminent Divines of 
high Station, ſuch as Biſhop Hoadly, Dean 
Frankland, Dr. Bennet, and others, whom 
T made honourable Mention of, ſo much 
as thank d me for my Pains; yet I dont 
doubt but they think of me, and, when 1 
ſhall have done a little better Service to 
the Church and Clergy, will expreſs their 
Gratitude, and make ſuitable Returns for 
If, 

It is well known, I ſtopp'd the Mouth 
of Ariſtobulus, who, ſince that ſatyrical 
Anſwer T ſent him, has not dared to ap- 
pear in Print. Tf he is not convincd of 
his Errors, which may be queſtion'd of 
ſuch a Bigot as he is to the Authority and 
Opinions of the Fathers, yet the Sharp- 
neſs of my Pen, and the Acuteneſs of my 
Wit has ſo ſcard him, that he has not 
look d me in the Face ſince ; and I be- 
lieve he will never write more in De- 
fence of the Quakers, or of the Allego- 
rical Interpretation of the Scriptures. 

And I did not think that any one elſe 
would have had the Hardineſs to take 8 
the 
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the Cudpels, and eſpouſe his Quarrel. But 
you, Sir, it ſeems, whether of his Party 
or not, is beſt known to your ſelf, are fo 
Bold and Fearleſs, as to venture a Battel in 
a Cauſe, not very foreign to that of Ari- 
ſtobulus : And to that Purpoſe you have 
publiſh'd your repeated Challenges to the 
Clergy, upon a Queſtion moſt provoking 
in Terms; and like a Gigantick Champi- 
on, you defy the Armies of the Miniſters 
of the Letter to engage you on it. But 
notwithſtanding the Bigneſs of your Looks 
and Talk, I doubt not but to lay you on 
your Back, and put you to Silence, as I 
have Ariſtobulus, who was as confident of 
his Strength, and of the Goodneſs of his 
Cauſe, as you can be. 

Had you, Sir, taken my Anſwer to 
Ariſtobulus into ſerious Conſideration, you 
might have diſcern'd that I am a Match 
for you too. In that Anſwer, ſhort as it 
was, you might have beheld, as ex Pede 
Herculem, my Abilities and Capacity to 
fight you at your own Weapons. Nay, 
that Anſwer by way of Anticipation , 
might have ſerv'd as a good one to your 
Free Gifts or Challenges, and have pre- 
vented raiſing any more Duſt againſt the 
Miniſtry of the Letter, which I had be 
fore vindicated. But you, it ſeems, with - i 
out taking any Notice of that my Anſwer, Mi 
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as if it had not been a ſtrenuous and ſeri- 
ous -one, are for proceeding afreſh in a 
Cauſe that is already, vanquithd. Juſt as 
our ſtubborn and croſs-grain'd Diſſenters 
will be repeating their Objections to the 
Excellency of the Conſtitution of our 
Church, without regarding. the Solutions 
and Replies that our Clergy have as often 
made to them: So you wilfully overlook- 
ing my Anſwer to Ariſtobulus, where your 
Reaſons for the Miniſiry of the. Spirit are 
ſufficiently, thaugh briefly, touch d on, 
are for continuing the War with us, ho- 
ping your Writings, may fall into - the 
Hands of ſome People who are Strangers 
to mine, and who, to the Perverſion of 
their Proteſtant Faith, and Corruption of 
their Principles, may be captivated by 
your Reaſons and Authorities. But this is 
the ſouleſt Play in Controverſy that can 
be; and is a ſign of an inveterate Enemy 
to Truth, or at leaſt of an incorrigible 
Bigot to Opinions, which without Con- 
troul, hell go on in the Defence and Pro- 
pagation of. 
Aſter you had publiſhd one or two 
Free-Gifts, and was ſenſible how unac- 
ceptable an Undertaking you was en- 
oaged in, I thought you would have de- 
ſiſted ; and have troubled neither your 
ſelf, nor the World any more with oa 
| | obſo- 
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obſolete Notions out of the Fathers; 
which the Preachers of the Proteſtant 
Churches have long ſince abandon d, and 
are now averſe to the Revival of them; z 
eſpecially, after I privately admoniſh'd 
you, upon your Second Free-Gift, to give 
over your Undertaking, or I would make 
ſuch an Example of you for Imperti- 
nence and Incorrigibility, as the like had 


not been heard ot: But you would hear - 


ken to no Reproof; but write and ride 
on, in your own Conceit, like a, Conque- 
ror, trampling upon our Clergy, and Mi- 
niſtry, as if no Stop could be Put to your 
Career and Conqueſts. 

A Man then * = ſuch Obſtinacy and 
perverſeneſs, as you are, is no, longer to 
be born with. And it is an Argument, 
as all ſincere Proteſtants will judge, of 
the Goodneſs of the Nature of our Clergy, 
and of my ſelf in Particular, that we 
kept our Pens and Hands off you thus 
long. Conſequently if T fall on you now 
with ſomewhat the more Severity, I ſhalt 
be juſtified for it before all Men, who are 
1 of our Order, Function and Mi- 


niſtry: And if I ſhould happen to treat 


the Fathers with ſome Diſreſpect; nay, if 


I ſhould deſpiſe their Authority, and ſcoff 


at their Traditions, irs you, who have 
made: 
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[ 6 ] 
made an ill Uſe of their Writings, and 
not I, that will be to blame for it. 

Rivet and Dallee , Two good Prote- 
ſtant Writers, tell us, that it was the 
1 and Stubbornneſs of the Pa- 
piſts, in the Uſe of the Fathers, in Con- 
troverſy, that made them write, the-one 
againſt the Authority, and the other of 
the Uſeleſsneſs of their Writings : And ve- 
ry good Reaſon had they for fo doing; 
for ſince the Papiſts were ſo refractory 
and incorrigible, as to be always pelting 
the poor Proteſtants with their Teſtimo- 
nies out of the Fathers, ( as it was con- 
feſs d they had the Advantage of the Pro- 
zeftants in the Uſe of them, in many 
Points,) was it not wiſely done of River 
and Dallee, to ſtrike at the Root of that 
Argument, and invalidate their Autho- 
rity : If the Proteflants had allowd of 
the Authority of the Fathers, they muſt, 
as Rivet owns, have acknowledg'd them- 
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= Inviti facimus, & non niſi Adverſariorum Im- 
portunitate & Procacitate adacti, nt in Patribus Er- 
rores & nævos animadvertentes, eos detegamus. De 
Autorit. Patrum, C. 9. : 

b The Stubbornneſs and Perverſeneſs of ſome Men in ad- 
bering to the Fathers, conftraineth me to lay aſide ſome of 
that Reſpect that is due to Antiquity, and bath obliged me 
to give a Sight of the Errors of the Fathers, Of the Uſe 


of Fathers, Book II. Chap. 4. 
ſelves 


TH 


ſelves Hereticks ; or, as Campian © the Je- 
ſuit ſays, if the Proteſtants would admit 
of the Teſtimonies of the Fathers, there 
would be ſoon an End of the War be- 
tween them, and Victory muſt be grant- 
ed to the Catholicks. But hold, Mr. Cam- 
pian, the Proteſtants were not ſuch Fools 
and Cowards as to yield at that Rate ; 
but, like wiſe and couragious Warriors, 
have ſet aſide the Army of the Teſtimo- 
nies of the Fathers, as the improper Auxi- 
liaries of the Papiſts, and ſo made Room 
for Battel, Diſputation and Controverſy 
without End. 


And as it was the Perverſeneſs of the 


Pepiſis in the Uſe of the Fathers, that 


made Rivet and Dallee to write furiouſly 
againſt their Authority ; for without ſuch 
Provocation they both declare, they 
would not have done it ; neither would a 
French Proteſiant Synod, as Dallee ſays, 
have condemnd the Uſe of the Fathers 
in Controverſy with the Papiſts, if they 
had not ſeen a Neceſſity for it. So it is 
your Contumacy, Sir, and Stubbornneſs, 
that is the Cauſe of whatever Reflections 
I ſhall caſt upon the Fathers, to the 
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e Ad Patres fi quando licebit accedere, confectum 
eſt Bellum, ram ſunt noſtri, &. Ratio Quinta. 


Degra- 
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Degradation of their Authority, and Di- 
minution of their Honour. Tt is well 
known, that the Clergy of the Church of 
Enpland have hitherto had a Veneration 
for the Fathers, and would have conti- 
nued it, if yon, by a bad Ufe of them, 
had not alienated our Hearts from them: 
There!ore if I treat their Writings ſome- 
times with ſuch Language, as 1s unbe- 
coming of dutiful Children towards their 
Parents, remember it is your Perverſeneſs, 
that is the Cauſe of it. 

I ſuppoſe, you will call your Perverſe- 
neſs by the Name of Zeal for the Autho- 
rity of the Fathers ; and perhaps you may 
compare it to the Zeal of Elias, for the 
Spirituality of the Law of his God, who 
otherwiſe could not be taken up into the 
Heaven of the Sublime Senſe of the 
Law, in a Chariot of Light and of Fire ; 
for the one, according to your Reaſoning, 
is a Conſequence of the other: And I 
know you have Chriſten'd the Stubborn- 
neſs and Contumacy of the Papiſts, by the 
Names of laudable Veneration, and filial 
Diity to the Precepts of the Fathers : But 
we have more Wit than to let ſuch bad 
Faulrs go by ſuch good Names; and I 
hope more Grace than to call Virtue Vice, 
and Vice Virtue ; which would bring us 


under the wotul Denunciation of the Pro- 
L | phet 


E 
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phet againſt thoſe who put Darkneſs for 
Light, and Evil for Good. bee 
Vou have not, Sir, as yet, done much 
Miſchief by your Writings, nor perverted 
any, as T hear, from the Proteſtant Faith : 
But if you ſhould be ſuffer d to go on 
without Animadverſions, who knows 
what the Conſequence may be, eſpeciglly 
if the Laity, for I have no Dread upon 
me about the Clergy, ſhould once have a 
Tafte of your Learning? It is fit therefore 
to reprimand you in Time, and , 


Venienti occurrere Morbo, 


to apply an Antidote before-hand to that 
Diſeaſe. you would ſpread the Infection 
of; and I wiſh this might be done with- 
out Corroſives, and ſharp Preſcriptions 
againſt the Authority of the Fathers. 

I wiſh, I fay, I could do this without 
ſevere Reflections on the Fathers; but it 
can't be: For the Authority of the Fa- 
thers, whom we would willingly love, 
has already done a great deal of Miſchief 
in the Church, I will not ſay to Chriſtia- 
nity it (elf, reſerving that Topick for ano- 
ther Opportunity, but to our Holy Prote- 
ſtant Religion. It has not only obſtructed 
the Converſion of the Papiſts, and ſtopp d 
the Progreſs of the Reformation ; but has 
1278 G occa ; 
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occaſion'd the Return of many Prote- 


flants to the Catholick Church, which. 
without Griet of Heart, I cant think, 


and ſpeak of. Mr. 00 7 de the fa- 
mous Author of 'The Re gion of Prote- 


ſtants,” &c. ſays, one Reaſon of his turn- 


ing Papiſt, was 4 Becauſe the Doctrine of 
the Church of Rome was conformable, and 


the Doctrine of Proteſtants contrary to the 
Dockrine of the Fathers, even by the Con- 


Feſſion of Proteftants themſelves. And. 
though this Reaſon, . which he has not 


deny d the Truth of, could not keep him 
in the Church of Rome, for he left her for 
ſome Reaſon or other; yet others have 
been unhappily perverted and retaind in 
her Communion by it : And what's worſe, 
many Clergymen of the Church of England 
at this Day, who are Dabblers in the Fa- 
thers, are leaning to ſome Popiſh, or, 
what you, Sir, will call, Primitive Do- 
ctrines; and was it not for their being 
ſuſpected of Diſaffection to the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, or for fear of falling under the 
Cenſure of our Biſhops, who are a good- 
ly Set of Proteſtant ones, they would more 
openly declare for them. 
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But there is no Miſchief that can ac- 
crue to our Reform d Churches from the 
Fathers, like that, which you, Sir, with 
your Primitive Invectives againſt Preach- 
ing for Hire, and the Miniſtry of the Let- 
ter, would bring upon them. If you 
ſhould, ſucceed. in your Deſign, or if we 
ſhould grant the Validity of your Teſti- 
monies, which you have and can more 
amply produce againſt. us, what will be- 
come of our Proteſtant Hireling Prieft- 
hood, and of the Popiſh too, notwithſtand- 
ing your favourable Touches on it? Your 
Principles, if irreſiſtibly -urg'd, will not 
only bring. an indelible Mark of Infamy 
and Diſgrace upon us for Hereſy. and Apo- 
ſtacy; but will turn us a Grazing with 
Nebuchadnezzar. Work we can't, and to 
Beg we are aſhamd. But that's not the 
worſt on't; the good People, who have 
had us in Admiration for our pretended 
Learning and Orthodoxy, will laugh us 
to Scorn, and ſo much the more, as they 
have been deluded and deceiv'd by a falſe 
Opinion of us. EY > 

This Conſideration: fires me with, Rage 
and Indignation ; and is enough to ſet a 
Blockbead as well as a, Coward to write 
and fight, My Brethren of the City, 
whom you, Sir, in your laſt Free- Oift, 
have .egregiouſly baſed for K —8 as 
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and bear with you as long as they ſee fit. 
J am of Opinion, that they, if they 


would exert themſelves, want no more of 
Learning to oppoſe you, than T do. And 
J hope the good Citizens, their daily Au- 
ditors and Admirers will impute it to their 
Chriſtian Patience and Forbearance, and 
to that Goodneſs of Nature, which you 


want, that they hold their Pens off you. 
But I can no longer keep my Temper. 
My Blood boils within me. And though 


I may not be ſo equal for the Battel, as 
ſome of our dignified ones are, yet T am 


refolv'd to have a Bruſh with you. Such 
a HeForing Bully and Bluſterer, as you 
are, was never heard of in the Polemical 
Stage of Chriſtian Theology, and that 
too, in the midſt of a Croud of choice 
Sword/men and Penmen, the Clergy of the 
City. They may do well, for ought 1 
know, to pity and defpiſe you; and are 
in the right on't, perhaps to raiſe and 
fpread ridiculous and contemptible Re- 

orts of you: But I am afraid, leſt the 
Laugh of the Populace ſhould ſome time 
or other turn againſt us for Cowaras ;. and 
therefore I am bent ont, in due Time 
to venture a Fall with you. If you ſhould 
happen to worſt me at the ſeveral Argu- 
ments and Weapons I ſhall fight you 


1 with; 


1 13 3 
with; it will be the leſs Trouble and 
Grief to me, if I ſhall thereby animate 
and provoke another more expert Swordſ- 
man of our Order, to eſpouſe my Quar- 
rel, and to be aveng d on you. 

I will not arraign, I fay again, the 
Wiſdom and Prudence of our moſt learn d 
Clergy of the City, for their keeping Si- 
lence and their Tempers fo long ; bur, 
without ſubmitting my Judgment to theirs, 
I think it high Time with Satyr, and 
Sharpneſs of Wit and Reaſon, to Slice and 
Chaſtiſe you. If you are ſufferd to go 
on without Contradiction a little longer, 
T hear you will charge us with Impudence 
to Preach or Print any more in our pre- 
ſent way, or to fight any other Battel in 
the Field of Controverſy, till the War 
with you is commenc'd and decided; and 
then with the more Shame ſhall we take 
up the Quarrel and Diſpute, which to 
our Blame we have hitherto neglected. 
This therefore is a ſufficient Juſtification 
of me, till another, and, if poſſible, a bet- 
ter Penman does engage with you. And 
though I am conſcious of my own Tem- 
ty, (a Word, that for Form-ſake I uſe, 
according. to the Mode of our greateſt 
Authors, in Preface to their moſt fearn d 
Works,) in Compariſon. of many of my 
Brethren, yet I dont queſtion,” but ro 
W Tn give 
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give you a good Drubbing with my Pen; 


and notwithſtanding your mighty Boaſts 
in your Third Free-Gift, wreſt your Her- 


culean Club, as you call it, out of your 


Hands. | 
This, I fay, I will do, notwithſtanding 


you talk as big as Hercules with your fatal 


Club. The Roman Catholicks, indeed, 
compare the Authority of the Fathers to 
* Herculess Club, wherewith they pre- 
tend to bruiſe the Heads of the Hydra of 
the Proteſtant Hereſy, which, in Truth, 


conſiſts of many Sects, like ſo many ma- 


lignant Heads of an Hydra, that are al- 


ways hiſſing, and ſpitting their Venom 


at each other. And I muſt own that the 
Feſuits, and other Papiſtical Writers have, 


with that their Club, a little batter d, and 


would much more have maul'd our Hydra 
of Proteſtantiſm, if the Lutherans and 
Calviniſts, being well fronted with the 
hardeſt Corinthian Braſs, had not bravely 
ſtood the Brunt, and, by their Contempt 
of the Authority of the Fathers, happily 
maintain d their Ground, What will be 
Elias's Club, if he ſhould come, like a re- 


th 
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* Scibunt ex Jeſuitis nonnulli Teſtimonium Pa- 
trum eſſe veram Herculis Clavam, qua proftrantur 
Hydræ multorum Capitum, id eſt, Hæreſes variz. 
Rivet de Authorit. Patrum, c. 8. 
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generate and Evangelical Hercules, to quell 

the Monſter of Anti-Chrift or Buſiris of 
Contention in the Church, we know not : 

If it ſhould happen to be the Authority of 
the Fathers, or an Allegorical 3 of 
the Tree of the Oracles of God, we can't 
help it. We hope hell not fall upon us 
with it, but, after he has given the Apo- 


calyptical Beaſt his deadly Wound, will. 
transform it into an Olive Branch, 


Ramumque Manu prætendet Olive, 


and portend Peace to Mankind, without. 
any Injury or Diſreputation to our Engliſh 
Clergy. In the mean Time, III not ſuf- 
fer ſuch a Strippling as you are, to pretend 


to this Myſtical Club of our Apocalypti- 
cal Hercules, which you are no more able 
to wield, than I am Guy of Warwick's 
Sword. I will wreſt it out of your 
Hands, and clear the Stage of you. 
Whereupon ſetting you. at Defiance, and 
bidding you ſtand upon your Guard, I 
come now, without parrying any longer, 
to a cloſe Fight and Engagement with you: 

I ſhall not at preſent diſturb you, nor 
the Fathers, in your fond Notion about 
Anti-Chriſt, exhibited in your Third Free- 
Gift; as how Anti-Chriſt, will go by the 
Name of Chriſt, and be no other than a 


falſe 
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[ 165 ] 
falſe Chriſt, made ſo by Erroneous and Here- 
tical Nctions about Chriſt. This Opini- 
on, I fay, I leave you and the Fathers to 
enjoy, and pleaſe your ſelves with it. 
Not that I grant the Truth of it, having 
more Objections againſt it than you are 
aware of, and which, upon another Oc- 
caſion, may poſſibly be produced againſt 
you. You may as well be of the Opini- 
on of Philo * yudeus, who look'd upon 
the whole Story of making and worſhip- 
ping the Golden-Calf in the Wilderneſs, 
but as an Anigma or Parable, and that 


the Calf it ſelf was but a Figure of an 
_ erroneous Opinion, by which God was 


made like an irrational and nonſenſical 
Creature: Or you may as well eſpouſe 
the Doctrine of the s Therapeuts of 
Egypt, who compared the whole Law of 
Moſes to an Animal, whoſe Fleſh was the 
Letter, and whoſe Soul was the Spiritual 


| Senſe of it: Either of theſe Opinions is 


as tenable and probable, as your Primitive 
and obſolete Notion about the Apocalyp- 
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ptical Beaſt or Anti-Chriſt. But ſuppoſing 


that this your Opinion about Anti Chriſt, 
which we Miniſters of the Letter are irre- 
concileably averſe to, ſhould unexpected- 
ly prove true; then I muſt own, af Na- 
tions do Tworſhip the Beaſt, and will, as 
St. John ſays, wonder after him; that is, 
be ſtrangely ſurprized and aſtoniſhd at 
their Error, if you ever give them a clear 
Idea and intellectual Viſion of it. 

Neither will I now contend for our 
good Proteſtant Opinion of the Pope's be- 
ing Anti-Chrift : Not, that I give up this 
Opinion; for I have more to ſay for it 
than you can imagine; and if ever there 
be a greater Occaſion than I ſee at pre- 
ſent, you ſhall find me to urge it luſtily 
againſt you. And however, you may Ri- 
dicule and make a Feft of this our Prote- 
/lant Opinion of the Popes being Anti- 
Chriſt ; yet you muſt allow it was a lucky 
Thought of our Anceſtors, by which the 
Reformation of our Church was carry d 
on to a great Extent. And for ought J 
know, no better Cauſe can be aſſign d, 
why the Progreſs of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion has ſtopp'd for an Age paſt, than 
that our Preachers, as uſual, have not 


thunder'd againſt the Anti-Chriſtian Pope 
from the Pulpit. For what Reaſon our 


Divines have left off that good old Cu- 
D ſtom, 
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ftom, I know not. I hope it is not be- 
cauſe they are wavering in that, which 
was a prime Article of the Faith of our 
firſt Reformers. I hope they don't look 
upon thoſe Arguments, which our. Fore- 
fathers in the Proteſtant Religion uſed, to 
prove the Pope to be Anti-Chriſt, to be 
trifling and inconcluſive. If I thought ſo, I 
would revive them, and give them ſuch a 
new Turn, as all ſhould diſcern what 
Force there was in them. It may be, the 
People: were tired with Satyrical Inve- 
tives againſt the Pope, ſo conſtantly 
ſounded in their Ears; and being Lovers 
of Novelty in Religion, as well as of new 
Faſhions in their Cloaths, the Clergy did 
well to humour them by a Change of 
their Opinions and Doctrines in their Ser- 
mons. Take Notice, Sir, that I ſpeak 
not this to 'the Diſhonour, but to the 
Praiſe of our Clergy, who, upon every 
Turn of the Times, can cook up a Diſh 
of different Principles and Tenets for the 
Palates of their Hearers; and ſince they 
are not conſcientiouſly ty d down to any 
old Opinions of the Primitive Church, 
they ſhow abundance of Wit, Thought, 
and Learning too (for all you) in the 
Invention of new Notions. 

But whatever be the Cauſe of our 
Clergy's leaving off their Pulpic-Satyr 
„220 againſt 
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againſt the Pope, rather than your Cauſe 
ſhall ſucceed, I will reſume that Topick, 
which at preſent I'think- there is no Oc- 
caſion for, to overthrow and confute your 
Challenge upon the moſt malicious and 
ill natured Queſtion, that ever was ſtarted 
amongſt Chriſtians. In Anſwer to which, 
and ro all that's containd in your Four 
Free Gifts, I ſhall Diſcourſe in this tol- 
lowing: Mcthod. 


Firf?, I ſhall ſhew, that whoever be 
Anti. Chriſt, the Miniſters of the Letter 
can't be the V orſpippere and Mimfters of 
ot 


Secondly , That a Heling Prieſthood 
can't be Anti-Chriſtian; there being no- 
thing more reaſonable, than that they 
who preach and do other miniſterial Fun- 
tions, ſhould be well paid for their Pains ; 
neither would any Thing be a greater 
Shame to Chriſtians at this Day, than to 
behold their Biſhops and Paſtors, as in the 


Primitive and Apoſtolical Times, at Hand: 


Labour for their Living. 


Thirdly, 1 will call into Queſtion the 
Truth of the Tradition about an Elias to 
come, which you and the Fathers are ſo 
fond of. And ſuppoſing he ſhould come, 
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contrary to our Faith and Expectations, 
upon the Principles of the Ancients, to 
fight Anti=Chriſt, to convert the Jews, 


end reform the Clergy, by turning their 


Hearts and Underſtandings to the Fathers: 
It is reaſonable to think, hell be firſt ſent 
to Rome or Geneva, to correct the ſuper- 
ſtitious Pomp of the Prieſthood in the 
one, or the indecorous Slovenlineſs of the 
Preachers in the other, rather than to the 
Clergy of this City, who are moſt fa- 
mous for the Golden Mean of Orthodoxy 
of Doctrine, Decency of Worſhip, and 
Comelineſs of Habit between both. Not 
that I would have you to think, we will 
ſhew any Diſreſpect to the Perſon of 
Elias, if he ſhould do us the Honour of 
his firſt Viſit ; no, well give him a Re- 
ception ſuitable to his Eminency ; and be- 
cauſe it is reaſonable he ſhould have the 
Precedency of our whole Order at our 
Aſſemblies and Feaſts, we'll, by the Dire- 
ction of the ancient Fews, provide a 
n Chair of State for him, which we will 
do and talk of in a ſerious and grave Man- 
ner, and not in that ludicrous one we do 
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* Hine Sedile pro Elia honorificum concordes ex- 
truxerunt, quia Angelus Fæderis audit. R. Kimech. 
apud Levipedem in Johan, cap. 1. v. 20. | 


for 


E 


ſor you, notwithſtanding your Pretences 
to an extraordinary Share of that Sort of 
Learning, which his Excelency will be re- 
nownd tor. | 


_ Fourthly, I will diſprove your Opinion 


taken from the, Fathers, about the 'Two 
Apocalyptical Witneſſes. And though we 
Proteſtants know not any other Opinion 
about them, that we can unanimouſly 
agree on; yet yours, if I can help ir, 
thall not ſtand good; becauſe it will end 
in the Shame of Proteſtants, and the Ho- 
nour of Papiſts, whom for Superſtition, 


Credulity, and Love of Traditions, we 


have ſo much exclaimd againſt. 


Fifthly, and Laſtly, I will expoſe your 
Blunders, lay open your Falſifcations, and 
diſprove the many incredible Tales, you 
have made and. told in your ſeveral Free- 
Gifts. 


On theſe Heads will J diſcourſe copi- 
ouſly and clearly ; and if I do fo, it will 


be no matter who, is the Apocalyptical 


Beaſt or Antichrit; whether the Pope, or 
the Turk, or any one elſe, to the Deter- 


mination of our Controverſy. And if T 
exert my ſelf with ſomewhat the more 
Vigor and Vehemence, my Readers will 


CX- 
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excuſe it, not ſo much upon the Rage 
you have put me in, but becauſe it is pro 
Aris & Focis, for our Religion and Inte- 
reſts, that T fight and write againſt an im 
bitter d Adverſary, that would deſtroy 
both. Some in Controverſy, whom 1 
could name, as if they were more in ef} 
than in Earneſt, have betray'd the Cauſe 
they would ſeem to defend; and have 
ſtudionſly put Objections and Arguments 
into the Mouths of their Antagoniſts, 
which otherwiſe they would hardly have 
thought of. As ſome Gladiators, who 
are agreed before hand about the Victory, 
will Parry at each other, and ſometimes 
ſeem to ſtrike Home, to the Amuſement 
of Spectators, when they are but in Jeſt 
all the while: So I could tell of Polemi- 
cal Wreſtlers upon the Stage of Theology, 
who by the Weakneſs of their Defence, 
have purpoſely given way to their Adver- 
ſaries to triumph. Chriſtianity it ſelf 
has been betray d by ſome of its pretend- 
ed Advocates. And Fews and Deifs have 
been hardend in Infidelity by the mean 
Apologies, that are written for the Truth 
of Chriſt's Goſpel. The Proteſtant Reli- 
gion too, has ſuffer d by ſome Confutati- 
ons of Popery : For poor Arguments, and 
much Railing, for want of good Reaſons, 


give an Advantage to Gainſayers. But, 
ED none, 


12340 


none, that conſider either the Power of 
my Paſſion, or the Force of my Reaſon 
againſt you, Sir, can ſuſpect that J dally 
and fight Booty. If there be any that 
can maul you more, and treat you worſe 
than I will; yet none, I hope, can di- 
ſtruſt my being in Earneſt, upon Peruſal 
of my Diſcourſe; and J queſtion not but, 
at the End of the Controverſy, all By- 
Standers, and impartial Judges, will de- 


cree the Victory and the Prize for 


me. 0 

And now I mention the Words Prize 
and Victory, I remember that in your 
Free Gifts, you aſſimilate the Study of 
Theology to an Olympick Game; and by 
your ſly Inſinuations would be thought 
to be the Apocalyptical Victor, to whom 
Jupiter Olympius, for your notable At- 
chievements in the Emathian Fields of 
Elis and Elias, will aſſign the ſeveral Ho- 
nours and Rewards that St. John writes 
of. You talk ſometimes of celeſtial Dain- 
ties, as if you had feaſted on that recon- 
dite Food, which the Gods 
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have provided for. greater Heroes. And 
you ſpeak of the hidden Manna of Reve- 
lations, Chap. it. v. 17. as if you had 
1 eaten 
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eaten of it, and could tell us who are ig- 
norant of the old and new Manna, what 
it is. And you hint too, as if you had 
eaten of the Fruits of the Tree of Life, 
(Chap. ii. v. 7.) in the midſt of the 
Paradiſe of God. And you write fo oft- 
en of the New Feruſalem, (Chap. iii. 


v. 12.) as if the Nature of that Holy 


City was written upon your Heart and 
Underſtanding. And becauſe you have, 
in your own Conceit, found the Philoſo- 
ber's Stone, or the Pearl of great Price 
ſpoken of in St. Matthew, Chap. xiii. 
v. 46. which * Primaſrus ſays is the ſame 
with the Apocalyptical White Stone of 
Chap. ii. v. 17. that, as * Aretas ſays, 
uſed to be given to Olympick Conquerors; 
ſo III warrant you, youll put in for that 
too. But whatever betides me, you ſhall 
never carry off, to our Diſreputation, ſuch 
great Honours, and rich Prizes. Though 
I will not be fo vain as to aim at them 
my felt, yet, whatever it coſt me, III 


— 
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fruſtrate. and diſappoint you in your Pres 
tenſions to them, Who will be the Ago: 
calyptical Victor, that is to be crown 
with Life, (Chap. ii. v. 10.) and eno- 
bled with a Pillar of Fame in the Temple 
of Goa, (which were alſo Two! old Re- 
wards of. the Olympick: Hero) we are un- 
certain: For we Orthodox Divines of the 
Church of England, rarely or never trous 
ble our Heads about this Matter, being 
of the Opinion of the judicious Dr. Sauth, 
that the Study of the Revelations. either 
finds Men, mad, or leaves them ſo. Bu 
the moſt likely Perſon, if ever he ſhoul 
come, to be this Victor in the Theology 
is Elias. The Fathers indeed do ſay of 
him, what is ſaid of the Apocalyptica 
Victor, Chap. ii. v. 28. that he will be the 
n MorningStar, for his Divine and Oriental 
Wiſdom preceding the ariſing of the Spi- 
ritual and Intellectual Sun upon the Un- 
derſtandings of Mankind, againſt, the ac: 
ceptable and great Day: And they agree 


. 


* of TP I”, "PL ” Ww 


1 Prater Coronam ViRori ſtatuam Olympiz dicari. 
Alexand. ab Alex. de Genial. Lib. V. c. 8. 
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that he eats of the Tree of Life in the Pa- 
radiſe of God, and poſſibly may have 
Power given him ( Chap. ii. v. 26, 27. ) 
H TH Nn, ty et d dd, To K. 
big C02 "Tre, Cn, to feed the Nations -4 
the Iron Age, or Branch of the Church, 
with the Fruits 'of the ſaid Tree, whoſe 
Sibyline Leaves are for the Healing of the 
Nations: And He, not improbably, will 
be cloath'd with the Victor's White Gar- 
ments ( Chap. iii. v. 5.) of the Spirit of 
Prophecy ; and will have his Name inde- 
libly written in the Book, of which Chrift 
is the Life: And it may be ſuppoſed too, 
that hell eat of the hidden Manna, be- 
cauſe, upon the Authority of the ancient 
n Jets, he is to reſtore and bring har 
along with him. But as we have rejected 
the Tradition of an Elias to come, which 
nothing you have hitherto written, has 
reconciled us to, we let this Matter reſt; 
and only caution you againſt the Ambiti- 
on of being this Apecalyprical ViFor, with 
his Honours and Rewards ; which if you 
aim at, well lay you lower in the Duſt of 
Diſhonour, and give you a more ignomi- 
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1 
_ Fall than any you have as yet met 
with. 

Good God, that any one fo contemp- 
tible for Ignorance, as you are, ſhould 
feed your ſelf with the vain Fancy of be- 
coming once the Olympionices in the Field 
of Polemical Theology ! Had you aim'd 
at the Fame of the naughty Man, whoſe 
Name is deſervedly bury'd in » Oblivion, 
for firing the Temple of Diana, I ſhould 
not have wonder'd ; believing you to be 
ſuch an Incendiary, as would ſet our 
Church of the Apocalyptical Epheſus , 
which we adore like a Goddeſs in the Wil- 
derneſs, in a Flame; if ſhe and her Wor- 
ſhippers had no more Wit and Caution, 
than to be incens d by you. But for 
your being the Corælus or Corylus of the 
Church, that is, the prime Victor on 
our Spiritual Olympus, is what you muſt 
not dream of. I will not ſay it is abſo- 
lutely impoſſible you ſhould ſucceed. in 

this towering Thought; but if you do 
you muſt have a ſacerdotal Epomidis of 
the Spirit of Prophecy on your Shoulders, 
and then the wonderful and acceptable 


Sieuti quondam a communi Concilio Afz deere - 
tum eſt, uti Nomen ejus qui Templum Dian Ephe- 
ſiz incenderat, nequis ullo in Tempore nominaret« 
Aul. Gelliiy, Lib. II. e. 6. 
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Year, you would preach, will commence 
with the greateſt Miracles. 7 at 
But hold, I have Three Objections a- 
gainſt your being this Theological and 
. Conqueror. One I take from 
St. Clement ? of Alexandria, who ſpeak- 
ing of the Apocalyptical Victor, ſays, he 
muſt be endow d with Courage to under- 
go Dangers, and with Wiſdom to under- 
ſtand Anigmas ; that is, as Hervetus upon 
St. Clement expounds the Word ajnyus, 
myſtically and allegorically to interprer 
the Scriptures : But whether you, Six, 
can pretend to both theſe Qualifications, 
or ſo much as to either of them, I leave 
ro your own Conſcience. 
Another Objection is taken from 4 Philo 
Fudeus, who ſays that the Olympick Con- 
queror in Philoſophical and Theological 
Combats, will carry off the Prizes with- 
out Envy. But you cant do ſo: Do 
ou think our Biſhops, and other digni- 
yd Clergy will not envy. you :, Do you 
think they would not relinquiſh their Pre- 
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ferments, and lay down their Lives too 
for the Honours and Rewards of the Apo- 
calyptical Victor? If they don t envy you, 
it muſt be, becauſe the Sufferings; Slan- 
ders and Defamations, like ſo many 
Wounds and Bruiſes of Theatrical Gladia- 
tors, you are to grapple with, will be fa 
reat,, that none will envy you the Prize, 
or the Severity of the Conteſt in the way 
to It. SEES. hs 5 
A Third Objection I have from Alex. 
ander ab Alexaudro, the Mythologiſt , 
who ſays the Olympick Victor, (and you 
know the l Rewards, in the 
Opinion of St. Clement, bear an Analogy 
to the Olympick- ones) will carry away 
with him a Crown of Glory to his Native 
Country. But how is it poſſible you ſhould 
do ſo 2 Don't you know, that Frankland, 
Liptrot, and others, have ſo defamed and 
diſgraced you in your Native Country, 
that ſhe will never think that by you, 
eſpecially if you are a Prophet, any Ho- 
nour can redound to her. 
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But why do J argue at all ſeriouſly, as 
if it was poſſible, you ſhould ever be this 
glorious and illuſtrious Hero and Victor, 
which upon the Opinion of the * ancient 
Greeks, will be greater Honour than the 
Triumph of a Roman Emperor, upon the 
Conqueſt and Reduction of a whole Coun- 
try. If it ſhould happen contrary to our 
Imagination, that you have found the Apoca- 
ry Beaſt, and can tell the Number of 


is Name, which you have not as yet un- 
folded the Myſtery of, I am willing, be- 
cauſe St. John ſays, here is the Mind and 
the Man, that has Wiſdom, you make 
your Boaſts of it, and ſay of your ſelf in 
the Words of the Poet, | 


Sum vittor ſuperanſque animis, tauroque ſuperbus. 


and by my Conſent you ſhall have Entel- 
lus's Reward of a Bull for your Pains, 


—Palmam Entello, Taurumque relinquunt. 


But for any other Honours and Rewards, 
that will be given you, you may go look 
r — . 
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© But all this is by way of Digreſſion: 1 
come now to my Heads of Diſcourſe be- 
fore laid down. Behold, Sir, the Order 
in which they he, and admire their Con- 
nexion to, and Dependance on each 
other. I ſhall not only warmly, but cloſe- 
ly and methodically treat on them: For 
we, the Clergy, of the Church of Eng- 
land, are cloſe and methodical Writers up- 
on any Subject, as well as Preachers upon 
any Text. We'can run our Diviſions and 
Subdiviſions upon any Portion of Scrip- 
ture; neither is there any Text of the Bi- 
ble ſo hard, that by the Help of a few 
Digreſſions we can't pertinently ſpeak to; 
and what has been our laudable Cuſtom 
ever ſince the Reformation, open Do- 
ctrines upon it, without departing from the 
Letter, to the Admiration of our Auditors. 
We can, I ſay, run our Diviſions and open 
Doctrines from a Text, without departing 
from the Letter. This T obſerve to you, C 
becauſe I know you, Sir, are of the Opi- Fi 
nion of St. Jerome, that He only can 


open the Texts of the Book of God, who 
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Ille ſolum Librum poteſt ſolyere & aperire, qui 
Scripturarum Sacramenta cognovit, & intelligit ænig- 
mata & Verba tenebroſa propter Myſteriorum Mag- 
nitudinem, & interpretarur Parabolas, & oceiden- 
tem Litteram transfert in Spiritum vivificantem, In 
Dan. cap. 12. N a Sg 
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underſtand: the hidden Sacraments off it, 


who is skilld in Ainigmas and dark Sen- 
tences; and, being appriſed of the Magni- 
tude of the Myſteries contain d in the Sa- 
cred Oracles, can unfold Parables, and 
tranſlate the killing Letter of the Law and 
the Prophets into a Spiritual Senſe, which 
is the Life: of them. And, for ou ht 1 
know, by this your Opinion, and the 
Proſecution of your Studies accordingly, 
you may aim at the Wiſdom and Honours 
of the Prophet, hom Philo -* Judæur, 
and St. FeromMe , ſo highly applaud for 
his Skill in D:ivination,- his Expertneſs at 
Parables, and his Gift oſ Prophecy, be- 
yond any of his Time, for the Interpre- 
tation of the Myſteries of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt. If ſo, much Good may his 
Wiſdom and Honour do you, I envy you 
not. But this I muſt needs ſay, that was 
Ia Friend to the Tranſinigration of Souls, 
or held the Doctrine of Renovation and 
Regeneration of all Things, and could be- 
lieve with the Siby/, ſaying. 


Magnus ab integro ſeclorum naſcitur Ordo, 
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Ta I TEVA | In Lib. 1 de Vit. Mo 18. * $ 
Quomodo Balaam Ariolus fic futura Chriſti My- 
feria prophetavit, ut nullus propemodum Propheta- 
rum tam aperte de eo vaticinatus eſt. In Ext. ad 
Oceanum. . 
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er with the Apoſtles and Fathers of the 
Church, that all the old Things and Per- 
ſons under the Law, which are paſs'd a- 
way, will under the Evangelical State be- 
come new ; I ſhould ſuſpect that that old 
Prophet, you are fo like him, was rege- 
nerate, and riſen to Life again in you. 

But to ſpeak no more of this; let me 
tell you, that St. Ferome's Opinion above, 
about the opening and interpreting the 
Scriptures, is very fooliſh and ridiculous, 
and though the reſt of the Fathers be of 
the ſame Mind with him, is deſervedly diſ- 
approved of by us, who. ſince the Refor- 


mation, have given up that way of the 


Interpretation of Oracles, as what by 
Experience we can make nothing of, 
The moſt elaborate and famous John Cal- 
vil (for I will commend him without 
asking your Leave for't ) ſays, * St. Je- 
rome was a Man of a perverſe and malig- 
nant Spirit, for his Recommendation of 
Czlibacy, for the ſake of divine Contem- 
plation. But had he been aware of the 
Paſſage in St. Ferome, above, I queſtion 
not, but he would have declared him a 
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* Hieronimus nimis luculentum maligni perverſi- 
que Ingenii ſpecimen in eo edidit, In Matt, cap. 
19. V. 20, : | 7 ; f g 
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Reprobate at leaſt, if not a damn'd Here- 
tick for it. | 

And you, Sir, do very imprudently, as 
well as erroneouſly, to reſume and revive 
that obſolete and diſcarded Opinion of 
St. Ferome. Don't you conſider what 
Philo Judæus ſays of the Prophet above- 
mention d, that you ſtand by your ſelf at 
this Day in your Notions ; which . becauſe 
they are very diſagreeable to us, may 
ſome Time or other be of ill Conſequence 
to you ? Neither I, nor any of my Bre- 
thren, care to threaten you, but you may 
remember to take Warning by the Dan- 
ger of the Prophet Elias, who was left 
alone ; and a Word to the Wiſe is enough. 
And now it comes into my Head, I re- 
member another ſimple Opinion of St. 
Jerome, borrow d from the Fews, to wit, 
that Elias and the Prophet, now ſpoken of, 
are Evangelically the ſame Perſon ; but by 
what Art of Metempſychoſis, Metamorpho- 
fis, Tranſmigration, Transformation, Tranſ- 
fiouration, or Metaſchematization, they 
can be made one, is a Myſtery that we 
Miniſters of the Letter will never trouble 
our Heads about ; neither do I think the 
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2 O worwdws S ιν,nus Jeropretiar In Lib. I. de 


Vit. Moſis. | 
Thing 


Thing poſſible, unleſs one and the ſame 
Perſon Mil the Miniſtry of both of them: 
If fo, then it will be the lefs hard to 
conceive how Elias, according to the 
Fews, ſhould be“ Phineas too, with his 
Sword of the Spirit to run the Whore of 
the Church with her Anti-Chrift through; 
and even how a Chorus of Prophets ſhould 
attend upon Elias at his Coming. But all 
this we look upon as an idle, ridiculous, 
and incredible Dream of the Fews and 
Fathers. © e tos 

But to return again to the naughty Opi- 
nion of St. Ferome, above. Be it known 
to you, Sir, no regular, orderly and eſta- 
blub Prieſthood, cares to be diſturb'd in 
their Principles, much leſs in their Inte- 
reſts; and as the Clergy of the Church of 
England are a venerable and learned Body 
of Men, of ſingular Talents to preach 
upon any Texts of Scripture without Pe- 
netration into Myſteries, which tends as 
much to their Advantage, as if they were 
the greateſt My/tery-Mongers ; ſo it is pro- 
voking in you to eſpouſe the Opinion 
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d Jam quod ad Nominis Mutationem attinet, ne- 
ſcio unde, veluti in Apocraphis, moti Hebræi tra- 
dunt Phinees illum, qui eſt Eleazari filius, ipſum eſſe 
Heliam, & Immortalitatem ipſi promiſſam. Origen; in 
Foban. Evang. Tom. 7. 
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above, which reflects on our Wifdom and 
Underſtanding ; and if you ſhould perſiſt 
in the Inculcation of that Error, and our 
Brethten ſhould let you go off with Im- 
punity, I ſhould much wonder at it. 

I know it was the Opinion of old Or- 
pheus , that excellent Philoſopher, and 
myſtical Harper, that none but one, as 
you may be, skill'd in Oriental, Chaldaick 
and Oneirocritical Learning, in which he 
agrees with St. Ferome before, can attain 
to the Sight and Knowledge of God and 
his Providence; | 


Ov gap ev Tis i321 Syn ſe preg xeairnle, 
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And it was, I own, the Opinion of St. 
Clement of Alexandria, who contends for 
the Hieroglyphical and Oneirocritical Art 
of interpreting of the Scriptures, that in 
Time a Man, skilld in it, would be 
found for the opening and Interpretation 
of them. And according to d St. Auguſtin, 
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© Evenoer Jap Tov eupnonv]a n ο,ỹ,u. Strom. L. IV. 
_ ©* Manifeſtationem Prophetiæ futuram credimus in 
ſecundo Chriſti Adventu, quo in Claritate venturus 
eſt, cujus Adventus Precurſor ſperatur Elias, ſicut 


hujus Johannes fuit. In Queſt. 58. Lib de 83 Queſtion- 
Elias, 
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Elias ſhould be this Man, becauſe the Ma- 


nifeſtation and Underſtanding of the Pro- 
phecy of the Law is reſerv'd for him and 


his Times. But away, ſay we, with all 


ſuch Chimerical Fancies, which would 
bring to nought the Wiſdom of the moſt 
Orthodox and Reverend Prieſthood, that 


ever was had in Admiration by Man- 
kind, 


If we ſhould allow the Scriptures to 


conſiſt of Ænigmas, Parables, and Viſions, 
according to St. Ferome, and other Fa- 
thers, you will revive the Opinion of the 
Church univerſal in its firſt. Ages, vis. 


that the new Iſraelites or Chriſtians, of 


whom the old Iſraelites were a Type, are 
only thoſe, who ſee God by Viſion ; which 
is a Notion that at this Time a Day is not 


to be born with. The famous Monſieur 


Dallee has judiciouſly flouted at this Opi- 
nion; and he was in the Right on't; for 
if we admit of it, youll make us Prote- 
25 Miniſters of the Letter, no more a- 
in to the Primitive Chriſtians, than the 
Moabites and Amalekites of old were to 
the Iſraelites, that came out of Egypt. 
But we will never endure, I aſſure you, 
to be typified and figurd by the Prieſts of 
Agag and Belphegor, who, according to 
your Philoſophy, are Two of the Number 
of the Name of the Beaſt or Antichriſt. 


I I re- 
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I remember, indeed, that Origen ſays, 
that many of the Primitive Church were 
converted by Viſion, and forcibly, as it 
were, againſt Inclination turn'd Chriſti- 
ans: And Euſebius, a credible Writer of 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, tells us of Multi- 
tudes in the Reigns of Diocleſian, Maxi- 
minus, Maxentius, and Licinius, whom 
the cleareſt Viſion of the Impletion of 
the Prophecy of the Law brought into 
the Church. And it might be ſo then; 
but, why we in theſe latter Times, as. 
you call them, of the Apoſtacy, ſhould 
think of ſeeing Viſions, and dreaming of 
Dreams, I diſcern no Reaſon. I know 
you would bring us to Viſions and Dreams, 
and Revelations, if you could, becauſe. 
this would make the Myſtery of your 
Beaſt, or s Abomination of a God in the 
Wilderneſs, and the Time of the Apoca- 
Iyptical Forty and Two Months of his 
Worſhip, clear and plain. But hold 
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' © Dicetur tamen, multos pæne invitos attractos 
eſſe ad Chriftianam Religionem, ſpiritu quodam re- 
pente mutante Intellectum eorum, ut pro Verbo exo- 
ſo ad id Temporis non eunctarentur mortem oppetere 
poſt Viſiones oblatas ipſis vel dormientibus vel vigilan- 
tibus. Cont. Celſ. Lib. I. 

t Vid. Eccleſ. Hiſt. Lib. VIII, IX, X. 
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there; if we are not forward to open the 
Eyes of our Underſtanding, for that 
Sight, none can blame us. We are Chri- 
ſtians already, and what would you have 
more of us? Though we go by the Name 
of Proteſtant Prieſts and Miniſters of the 
Letter; yet are we Preachers of the Goſ- 
pel, as well as were the Apoſtles and Fa- 
thers of the Church, who were Miniſters 
of the Spirit, and not of the Letter. I 
know you would have the Name of Pro- 
teſlant diſtinguiſh'd from Chriſtian, as if 
in our Prieſthood they had no Relation to 
each other ; but you ſhall not, if I can 
help it. The good ® Biſhop Willis, upon 
a certain Occaſion join d Chriſtian and 
Proteſtant together in a Biſbop, and conſe- 
quently in a Prieſt of the Church of Eng- 
land, and lets ſee, who dares ſeparate 
them. 0 

But hold, I had like to have made ano- 
ther Digreſſion from the Purpoſe of my 
Heads of Diſcourſe above laid down. 
Behold them again, Sir, and judge before- 
hand, whether, if J as cloſely and ſtrenu- 
ouſly purſue them, as I hitherto have 
done, you will not be confuted and con- 
founded. I aſſure you, I can notably 
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Ste his Speech in the Honſe of Lords, &c. p. 10. | | 
per- $ 
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perform upon them : But before I pro- 
ceed any farther on this Work to your 
Coniutation and Shame, give me Leave 
to addreſs my ſelf to my Brethren of the 
Clergy of the Church of England, and 
take their Advice in ſome Cafes. I am a 
little apprehenſive, leſt my Indignation 
againſt you ſhould tranſport me to ſome 
Indiſcretion, that may be offenſive to 
them; and I had rather ſpare you, Sir, 
notwithſtanding my Anger againſt you, a 
great many Blows I can give you, than 
by a chance Stroke wound any of my 
Friends. Therefore do you, Sir, ſtand by 
a while, and breathe, whilſt T ask the Ad- 
vice of my Brethren in theſe Caſes fol- 
lowing. And, 


Firſt, My Dear Brethren, give me your 
Opinion, before I go any farther in this 
Controverſy with our moſt inveterate Ad- 
verſary, how I ſhould treat the Fathers of 
the Church, who are his Abettors ; and 
whether I ſhould vilify and deſpiſe them 
to the laſt degree for eſpouſing a Cauſe fo 
much to our Diſreputation, Prejudice and 
Diſadvantage. I am well laid in with 
cramp Words, Satyr, and the ſharpeſt In- 
ve gives againſt their Authority; but as I 
have as yet been ſparing of them, ſo it 
may be queſtion d, whether it may be 

| pri 
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prudent to lay them on thick. It is cer- 
tain, that the Lutherans and Calviniſts 
abroad, becauſe the. Fathers favourd the 
Paxiſts, have given them the fouleſt and 
moſt opprobrious Language that could be 
thought of. Feuardentius i, a Popiſh 
Writer haſt collected much of this our 
Proteſtant Rhetorick ; and by that little 
Converſation I have with Luther, Calvin, 
Beza, and others, IT find they dont ſpeak 
ſparingly of their Reputation and Cha- 
rater. But whether we, the Clergy of 
the Church of England, who have hither- 
to profeſs d a Veneration for the Fathers, 
as if our Church and her Conſtitution 
was exactly conformable to the Primitive 
Pattern, may do well to deviate into ill 
Language againſt them, is the Queſtion. 
Monſieur Dallee, in his Treatiſe of the 
Uſe of the Fathers, treats them in a pe- 
culiar Manner, that is, after he has abu- 
ſed and reflected upon them, as much as 
is poſſible, for Ignorance, Error and Ab- 
ſurdities, he coaxes them up again with 
ſome ſmooth, fair and complimental 
Words, to their Praiſe and Honour. And 
J ſhould like this way too, but it is ſuch 
Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy, that our Ad- 
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i Vid. Theomach, Calyiniſt, p. 3. 
G verſary, 
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verſary, who almoſt ſuſpects Dallee of In- 
fidelity, will ſee through it. There is a 
pretty Alluſion in * River and Dallee! (as 
good Wits will jump) both to the Ho- 
nour of the Fathers, and of us Proteſtants, 
that I was mightily pleas d with, that is, 
they compare the Fathers to Men of Gi- 
gantick Stature in Theology, and the Pro- 
teſtant Writers to Dwarfs, ſtanding upon 
the Shoulders of the Fathers, and ſeeing 
conſequently farther into Divine Truth 
than they did. This Compariſon, I ſay, 
T was well pleas d with; but our Adver- 
ſary, who turns every Thing to the worſt 
Senſe, hearing of it, ſaid it was true, the Fa- 
thers were Men of a bigh Stature in Chriſt, 
and the Proteſtants are degenerated 
Dwarfs, who are ſo far from ſtanding on 
the Shoulders of the Fathers, that, like 
Pigmies of low and groveling Parts and 
Underſtandings, they ſtand upon the 
Earth of the Letter, biting at the Shins of 
the Fathers, who were Men of divine and 
ſublime Reaſon. This Perverſion of the 
Similitude has ſpoild the good Uſe I 
would otherwiſe have made of it. After 
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- k Scimus Pygmæos Gygantum Humeris impoſitos, 
plus quam ipſos Gygantes videre. De Autorit. Pat. 


C. 4. 0 
See bis Uſe of the Futbers, I. II. c. 6. p. 192. F 
all, 
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all, Sirs, by your Leave, I think it beſt 


the Authority of the Fathers ; and, not- 
withſtanding our former Profeſſions of 
Love and Eſteem for them, do believe we 
may juſtify our ſelves for ſo doing, For 
we had not fallen out with the Fathers, if 
they had not thus broken Friendſhip with 
us firſt, If, upon this their Reſurrection 
from the Dead, they had not began with 
us, and given us the moſt provoking ill 
Names of u Idiots, * Hereticks, Miniſters 
of o Death, and ? Damnation, and the 
like, we would never have made ſuitable 
Returns to them ; and therefore if I give 
them a Rowland for their Oliver, and 
ſhould be more than even with them in 
reproachful and approbrious Language, 
all the Lovers of the Clergy, of our 
Church, and her Conſtitution will com- 
mend me for it. 
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m Of iche e emmadns Sexeprver mor Avgor. Clement. 
Alex. Strom. Lib. VI. | | 
n Sunt inter Hæreticos, qui contendunt minime 
convenire ut Veteris Teſtamenti Scripta myſtice at- 
que aliter quam de Rebus ipſis interpretentur, gra vi- 
terque accuſant eos qui contra faciunt. AMoſts Bar 
Ceph. de Paradiſo, P. 1. c. 3. | 
o Miniſtratio Litter eſt Miniſtratio Mortis. 
Auguſt. contra Adverſar. Legis. Lib. II. Sect. 27. 
? Miniſtri- occidentis .Litterz & Damnationis. 
Origen. in Matt, cap. 27. 
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to throw all the Dirt I can rake up againſt. 
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But ſome one will ſay here, what will 
the Fathers and their Authority be good 
for, after I have vilified and deſpifed them 
in the Controverſy before? T anſwer with 
the judicious and impartial Monſieur Dal- 
lee d; that they will be as uſetul as ever 
to confute, if we can, any mordern Er- 
rors and Hereſies that we dont like, out 
of them. And if he ſhould reply here, 
that it is a Rule in the civil Law, that, 
Teſtem quem quis adducet pro ſe, tenetur 
accipere contra ſe ; that is, a Man is bound 
to admit of the Evidence of a Witneſs 
againſt bimſelf, as well as for himſelf ; 
and conſequently the Authority of the 
Fathers is as good againſt us in this Caſe, 
as for us in another. Then I will rejoin, 
(as Plowden did, when the Caſe was al- 
ter d) that though the Rule be good in 
civil Courts of Fudicature, yet it was ne- 
ver allowd of by Proteſtants in Contro- 
verſy, who ſometimes ſet themſelves a- 
gainſt the Reaſon and Authority of Men, 
whom at other Times they approve of ; 
which is a Thing ſo notorious, without any 
Diſparagement of our Religion, as none 
can be ignorant of it. But, 
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- Of the Uſe of the Father. Book II. e. 6. p. 187: 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, T beg of you, Dear Brethren, = 
to inform me of ſome Primitive Do- i 
ctrines, Opinions, or Cuſtoms, that our F 
Church upon the Reformation revived, - Bb 
and has ſince continued. As for my ſelf, 


I know of none; but I impute this my 1 
Ignorance of them, more to my unac- | 
quaintedneſs with the Fathers, and the 1 
Excellency of our Conſtitution, than to 1 
the want there is of them. And I hope ö 
. 1 

ſome of our great Doctors of immenſe 4 
Reading and Learning, will help me out 7 
at this dead Lift. The Reaſon that T of 
crave this of you, is becauſe J have to do 9 
with a perverſe Adverſary, who ſome a 
time or other will demand of us, Whar 9 
are the Doctrines of our Church, that are 4 
inconteſtably Primitive in Oppoſition to the 4 
Papiſts ? It muſt be own d, that the Pa- "ll 
piſts, as appears from his Free-Gifts, hold” 2 
ſome Opinions and Traditions of the Fa- Y 
thers, that we have apoſtatized from; and 1 
unleſs we can tell on the other Hand, of | 
ſome of our Primitive Doctrines, that the 9 
Papiſts have confeſſedly deſerted, our 1 
Glorying of Antiquity, and of the Excel- 1 
lency of our Church, and of her Confor- 1 
mity to the Primitive one, is all vain. I 1 
could indeed tell of ſome Primitive Opi- ly 
nions, that our Church upon the Refor- |] 
mation reſumed ; and how her Clergy uſed | 
I to 1 
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to thunder, from the Preſs and the Pul- 
pit, againſt the Papiſts, for their Apoſta- 
cy from them. But what are become of 
theſe Opinions for an Age paſt, I know 
not. Whether they are out of Faſhion ; 
or whether our Clergy, like Men of Re- 
ſerves and DiſtinFions, have brought 
themſelves off of them, I have not Time 
to enquire. And I can tell of the Cor- 
ruptions and Superſtitions of the Church 
of Rome, which our Church is purg'd of, 
but this, even upon the Confeſſion of 
Papiſts themſelves, will not anſwer the 
Queſtion above; but we muſt ſpeak of 
Primitive Doctrines reſumed, that the 
Catbolicks have confeſſedly forſaken, Our 
Adverſary himſelf is ſenſible enough of 
the Corruptions of the Church of Rome ; 
and though he ſpeaks ſometimes highly 
of that Church for retaining of Primitive 
Traditions, as if he was inclind to Po- 
pery, yet I believe there is nothing at all 
in it. If he does extravagantly ſome- 
times commend the Feſuits, and other 
Cat bolick Writers, for their Learning and 
Zeal for Antiquity, I ſuppoſe it is (what 
is like his Tricks,) more to vex us Pro- 
teſtant Prieſts, than for any extraordinary. 
Affection he has for their adulterous and 
corrupt Church. But, good Sirs, think 
of the Queſtion abovg, and, if you £90: 
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help me, leave me not in the Lurch about 
it, becauſe of the Conſequence : For as 
the Papiſts do calumniate our Church for 
her Extraction out of Aing Henry the 
Eighth's C—dp—ce; fo unlefs we can in 
Earneſt talk of her Primitive Purity in 
Doctrine, after another Faſhion, than we 
have hitherto done, our Adverſary will 
ſay we are no better than the Worſhip- 
pers of Belphegor. But, | 


Thirdly, For my carrying on of this 
Controverſy with my Adverfary, and for 
my better Maintenance of the firſt Head 
of my Diſcourſe, I wiſh ſome of you, 
Dear Brethren, would ſearch to find, if 
poſſible, in ſome blind Corner or other of 
the Writings of the Fathers, ſome Aſſer- 
tions for the literal Senſe of the Law on- 
ly. I deſire not the Authors of the Del- 
pbick Oracle to do this for me: For they 
are the moſt unhappy Citators of the Fa- 
thers, that ever were, bringing ſuch a 
Teſtimony out of them, for a Cauſe, that 
made directly againſt it. But if you, 
Sire, can diſcover ſome few dark and 
oblique Paſſages in their Works to this 
Purpoſe, I can make good Uſe of them: 


For then T will magnify them to the Skies 


for Primitive and Orthodox Opinions ; 
or, at leaſt, to the Mortification of our 
2 Adver- 


rc 
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Adverſary, -will do as Dallee has done, 
that is, ſet” the Fathers one againſt ano- 


ther, and fo argue fairly, that their Au- 


thority is of no Worth, . unleſs they were 


entirely united in their Opinions, and of 


one Mind. I have been ſearching my 
ſelf for ſome Paſſages to this End; but I 
muſt confeſs, every Page of their Wri- 
tings is enough to give me a Fit of the 


Spleen; neither can I turn to any Part of 


them, but they are ſo full of Allepories, 


that my Stomach is turnd againſt them. 
As therefore I deſpair of any Teſtimonies 


out of their Writings for the Letter of the 
Law; ſo I will, 


Fourthly, By your Approbation, Dear 


Sirs, prove the Allegorical and Myſtical 


Interpretation of the Law to have been 
an old Error. To this Purpoſe I will 


ſhew of whom, to wit, of the ancient 


Jews, an ignorant and ſtiffneck d Gene- 
ration of Men, and of the Philoſophers 
of the Gentiles, a Crew of myſtical and 
mythological Dotards, and of many un- 
guarded Expreſſions of the Apoſtles ; the 
Fathers derived this Error. Then T will 
ſhew, how there were many worthy and 
great Authors in the Primitive Times, ſuch 
as Celſus, Porphyry, and Marcion, who 
blamed the Fathers for their Allegories on 

the 
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the Law, and have been hardly enough 
commended by ſome of the greateſt Bi- 
vines of our Church, ſuch as Dr. Cave 7, 
for their judicious Deſcants on, and In- 
ſight into that Error. After which T will 
ſhew, that our firſt Reformers, as Lu- 
ther and others, did well to renounce the 
Allegorical way of interpreting the Law, 
becauſe” it was and had been an idle, foo- 
liſh, and monkiſh Study, which the Reli- 
ier Orders of all Ages of the Church 

ad delighted in. And laſtly, I will exhi- 
bit many Inſtances of the Allegories of 
the Fathers, which are enough” to make 
our graveſt Biſhops to fangh heartily at 
their Childifineſs and Impertinence, and 
more than endugh to* make the great 
Dallee t fay, The Fathers in their Wri- 
tings are ſothetimes fo jolly and ſportful, 
coming over us with rare allegorical Obſer- 
vations, as have ſcarcely any more Soli- 
dity, than thoſe Caſtles of Cards, that lit- 
tle Children are wont to make. And if in 
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r Vid. Hiſtor. Litter. V. 11. in Pbilone Fudeo. 
Veſtigia & Exempla Patrum me terrent, quis 
ſuis Allegorits obſeurant Doctrinam, & avocant ſpe- 
culationibus..allegoricis a genuino ſenſu verborum. 
— —  Primum a ſtolidis & octoſis Monachis ortæ 
ſunt Allegorie, Ego itaque od Allegorias. In Gene. 
cap. 30. * 


© Of the Uſe of the Eithers. Pook II. c. 3. p. 55. 
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doing all this, T am very witty, pungent 
and ſatyrical, none will think it any more 
unbecoming of my Gravity and Function, 
than it was Dr. Sewifts to write the Tale 
of 4 Tub ; neither will any blame me, if 
I fometimes bite hard upon the Fathers 
for following the ill Example of fome be- 
fore chem in Allegories, — for ſetting a 
worſe one to others after them. Bur, 
now I think on't, I have a Salus for the 
Credit of the Fathers, which -I have 
learn d of Monſieur Dallee v, to wit, That 
the Fathers never wrote with 4 Deſign to 
be believ d or follow'd as Patterns in Theo- 
logy; much leſs did they ever Dream, 
(though they were Dreamers too) that 
their Authority . — have been ſo a- 
3 as it is by our Adverſary, to the 
eputation and Diſintereſt o "ſuch a 
. and venerable Body of Men, as 
are our Clergy. Nay, I believe I may 
ſay, in the Words of the good Proteſtant 
* Dallee, aſter he had wrote with as much 
Vehemence and Virulence, as I can, a- 


gainſt the Authority of the Fathers, that 


if they were now alive, they would give 
us Thanks for the Pains we have taken in 


. 


v Thid. Book II. Chap. 3. p. 40. 
% Ibid, Book. II. Chap. 4 · P- 6 Is 
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diſcovering their Errors. Perhaps our 
Adverſary will not believe, that they 
would thank us at all, or if they did, it 
would be only for ſaying no more re- 
proachful and diſhonourable Things unde- 
ſervedly of them: Juſt as that Hearty and 
Loyal Knight, Sir Jobn Owen, thank d 
his Judges, in the Times of Iniquity and 
Anarchy, for the Favour of the Axe in- 
ſtead of the Halter; ſo the Fathers, (our 
Adverfary will ſay ) may thank us for on- 
ly making them Sons of J co and 
Error, when we might have declared 
them Children of Darknefs and Damna- 
tion. And ſuppoſing this be the Sum and 
Subſtance of the Thanks we ſhould have 
from them, it is confiderable, and juſtly 
due to us; in as much as we Proteſtant 
Prieſts have declared often ſome of our 
Proteflant Brethren, as for Inſtance, the 
Quakers, to be in a dangerous and dam- 
nable State for much leſs Errors, than 
thoſe ' we can accuſe the Fathers of. 
But, 


Fiftbly, As to the Seeond Head of my 
Diſcourte concerning the Hire that is duc 
to our Priefibood ; never fear me, my 
Dear Brethren, for the managing that 
Point well. J am ſtored with Arguments 


and Authoritirs to prove the Reaſonable- 
| H 2 nets 


{ 
f 
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neſs of our Proteſtant Prieſthood's being 
ſumptuouſly and plentifully provided for. 
And though our Adverſary may be laid in 
with, what he has not as. yet produced, 
Teſtimonies out of the Fathers againſt 
Preaching for Hire; yet J know how to 
ſer them all aſide; and to prove that the 
Fathers (like the Fox in the Fable, that 
ſaid the Grapes were ſowre, that were out 
of his Reach) were only againſt Tithes, 
©. becauſe the Clergy of their Time 
were unprovided for by the Laws of the 
Empire: And if they, as well as? Tatian, 
did ipeak againſt the Revenues of the Gen- 
tile Prieſts, it was becauſe they either en- 
vied them; or, more truly ſpeaking, 
thought it hard, that Heathen Jdolaters 
ſhould enjoy that, which might be better 
beffow'd on Chriſtian Miniſters. It is a 
commendable Thing to a Chriſtian Nati- 
on, to ſee the Succeſſors of the poor Apo- 
ſtles live in State and Grandeur; and a 
Sign of the Love of the Goſpel in the 


People, when their Preachers are well fed, 


kept and ſtuff d. Though Epiphanius * 
ſays, that even the Biſhops in his Time 
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work d with their Hands for their Living; 
yet it was undoubtedly a Diſhonour to 
the. Laity to let them: And I don't 
doubt but our Nation aud cry Shame 
on our Piſbeps. and Parſons, if, - whilſt 
they were ſo well provided for by the 
Laws of the Land, they ſhould betake 
themſelves to Hand-Labour. If our Bi- 
ſhops. and Clergy were deſtitute of | Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Incomes, and were to work for 
their Living, as the Apoſtles, and many 
of the Fathers of the Church did, they 
would ſoon be as ignorant; and then 
where would be the Propagation of the 
Goſpel, and the wholeſome Inſtruction of 
Mankind? What Encouragement would 
there be for Study, if the Clergy were not 
well paid fort? Worldly Labour in a 


a divine Contemplation ; and we could 
never preach ſuch notable and quaint Ser- 
mons on a Sunday, if we were not at Lei- 
ſure all the Week before to compoſe them. 
Our Diſcourſes on a Sunday, if we were 
to follow worldly Vocations on the Week- 
Days, would be no better than the extem- 
porary Effuſions of the Quakers, which 
though they may ſerve as well for the 
Edification of the People, yet are not ſuch 
Rhetorical Flouriſhes in the Opinion of 
all nice Judges. It any Thing be a Re- 


proach 


Prieſt, is an Avocation from Books, and 
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proach to the opulent City of London; it 
is becauſe her Miniſters are not amply 
enough provided for; or Mr. Stackhoufe 
would never have complain d, in the Ti- 
tle Page of his Book, of the Miſeries and 
Hardſhips that the Inferior Clergy labour 
under. Go on therefore, my Beloved 
Brethren, in fpite of all the Malice of our 
Adverſary, in the Enjoyment of your Re- 
venues. Increaſe them as much as you 
can. Study Arts for the Augmentation 
of your Rights. Don't bluſh for, what 
our Adverfary has refteted upon you, 
our new Demands for Chriſtenings. 
hough Sacraments really are not. vendi- 
ble, yet your Fees for them, I queſtion 
not, are reaſonable ; or you, who are ſo 
conſcientious in your Practices, as well as 
in your Principles, would never make a 
Demand of them. And if the pooreſt of 
the People think much to pay Ten Groats, 
or Five Shillings, ( conſidering too the 
Extent of your Pains ) for the making a 
Child, a Chriſtian and an Inberitor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, I know not what 
they will willingly pay for. 
After our Adverſary had reflected upon 
you for your Demands for Chriſtenings, 
he adds an &. like an Inzendo, as if 
you were guilty of ſome other Extortion 
upon your Neighbours. I gueſs what he 


means, 
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means, vis. your Genteel Intimations to 
the People for, and kind Acceptations of 
Payment for the Viſitation of the Sick ; 
Adminiſtration of the Sacrament to the 
Sick; Burials of the Dead ; and of ſome- 
what extraordinary for Deſt-Service at Bu- 
rials, &%. In which Caſes, I believe he, 
or the Citizens for him, may give many 
Inſtances of exacted Fees ; but I applaud 
you for them ; and wiſh for the Good of 
the Church, that all ſuch Fees, which 
your Modeſty will give you Leave to de- 
ſire, were made legal. Why ſhould you 


do any Chriſtian Offices for nothing? 
Who ſhould ſet any Price on your Pains, 


but your ſelves? Every Tradeſman and 
Artificer puts what Value he thinks fit on 
his own Goods and Labour; And why 
ſhould the Clergy be debarr d of this Pri- 
vilege ? Your Offices in ſhort are all holy 
and uſeful, and you ought to be well paid 
in the Retail, as well as in the Lump for 
them. I wiſh I could put you in the way 
to make your Rectories and Vicaridges as 
good as moſt Biſbopricks, that every In- 
cumbent, for his Eaſe and State, might be 
enabled to keep a Coach: Nay, why 
ſhould not every Curate be provided with 
a Chaiſe, as well as our Author of Free- 
Gifts is ſufferd to keep a Chariot, for- 
ſooth! to ride in, at every Turn, to Pa- 
radiſe 
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radiſe and Parnaſſus ; and in which too 
becauſe it is made of 'the pureſt Gold, 
and is by much more glorious than the 
Lord-Mayor's Coach, he thinks to tri- 
umph, like a Vidtorious Hero, through 
the Streets of the New Feruſalem, over 
the Miniſters of the Letter ; but we are 
not as yet ſo eafily overcome, nor, if pof- 


fible, will be led as Captivies to him 


Dr. Bennet cant be enough applauded 
for his late Attempt upon his Pariſh: oners, 
in which; if he had ſucceeded, he had 
augmented a poor Vicaridge of 700 l. to 
_ per Annum. And though he "i 

carry d by the croſs grain d Oppoſition of 
his Neighbours, yet it muſt be od, 
that, | 


* 
* 


— = Magyis tamen 55 gli, 


it was well meant by him; and T hope i 


will be recorded to his Fonour: that he 


had: been à great Benefactor to the Vicar 
of St. Giles, if the Inhabitants of the Pa- 
riſh had not made an unhappy Stand 
againſt rr 

After this Manner, oy Bichren, Er 7 
write in Defence of whatever Revenues, 
Stip:nds, Fees'or Wages you already have, 
or can think of. And you ſhall ſee how 
finely 
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finely I will do it, when I come to the 
particular handling of this Point. But, 


Sixthly, The Third Head of my Dis 
courſe is to prove the Expectation of an 
Elias, a mere Fable; But here again, 
Dear Brethren, J ask your Advice, before 
I proceed too far on it. Upon Second 
Thoughts I am at a Stand, whether I had 
beſt abſolutely reject, and ridicule the 
Tradition about his Coming or not. I am 
fraught with Argaments, without mJ old 
Authorities, to prove the Story of his 
Coming, a mere Dream. But What if a- 
ter all, there ſhould be ſome Weakneſs in 
them, that I am not aware of > This 
would put us all to the Bluſh at his Com- 
ing, and we ſhould be upbraided by our 
Enemies of the Church of Rome, with 
our contemptuous Treatment of that Tra- 
dition. On the other Hand, if we ſhould 
do what is mean and diſhonourable in a 
Polemical Divine, yield to the Truth. of 
the Tradition, we give our preſent Adver- 
ſary an Advantage to triumph over us. 
What then muſt J do in this Strait? I can 
think of nothing elſe, than ſtrenuouſly to 
urge what Arguments I can againſt the 
mes of an Elias” And if we ſhould 
be miſtaken in the Event, I think we 
ought not to be — with * 

n — 
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Infidelity, as our Author would charge us 
with. Our Proteſtant Apoſtacy in the 
Caſe is not ſo univerſal, as he would inſi- 
nuate. For beſides Mr. Mede, and Dr. 
Gell, whom he has mentioned for holding 
the Tradition, I find * Alſtedins and * 
Dr. Hackvil, Two Proteſlant Writers, 
whom our Adverſary either ignorantly or 
wilfully paſs d over, to be of the ſame 
Mind too. I wonder indeed, that Dr. 
Hackvil ſhould entertain this Opinion ; 
becauſe the Coming of an Elias ſuppoſes 
a conſtant and gradual Apoſtacy of the 
Church to the very Sink of Times for Tg- 
norance and Error, in which Elias for 
their Reformation is to make his Appear- 
ance: But this overthrows Dr. Hackvil's 
Hypotheſis, who would prove there is no 
ſuch Degeneracy in the Church ; but that 
our Times are as eminent for Divines of 
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b If for the effecting of this great Work (of Re- 
formation and Converſion) we ſhould grant ( that 
which all Antiquity, both Fewiſh and Chriftian, much 
2ats upon) that Elias ſhall come and reftore all Things, 
I cannot ſee what great Abſurdity can from thence be 
inferr'd ; or what Article of Chriſtian Faith it 1m- 
eri It ſhould ſeem then, that either Elias 
imſelf, or ſome other great Heroical Spirit matcha- 
ble to him, is yet to be ſent for the accompliſhing 
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Learning, Orthodoxy and Piety, as any- 
of the preceding. But Dr. Ge// ©, to the 
Advantage, I hope, of us unbelieving 
Proteſtants, if we ſhould prove ſuch, goes 
farther in his Belief of an Elias to come, 
than any Catholicks of theſe laſt Ages; 
for he believes that Elias to come, will 
act the Part of old Elias over again; will 
diſcover the falſe Propheteſs and Apocalyp- 
tical JEZABEL, and will fire BaAL's Prieſts 
out of” Iſrael ; which Opinion is agreeable 
to what 4 St. Auguſtin writes of the en- 
tire Typicalneſs of old Eliass Miniſtry : 
And that will be a ſtrange Story and 
Tranſaction indeed: But if it ſhould be 
true, I hope Dr. Gell's ſtrong Faith will 
attone for the weak one of his Proteſtant 
Brethren, or we had beſt to keep out of 
the Reach of his © Two-edged Sword, 
that of old made ſuch a Slaughter of 
us. However, this ſhould admoniſh us to 
ſtand upon our Guard, and be watchful 
againſt any Impoſtor of an Elias. Who 
knows, but what our Adverſary has writ- 
ten concerning the Tradition of an Elias 


— - — — 
© See bis Sermon on Matth. xvii. v. 11. 

à Contra Fauſt. Lib. XII. cap. 34 

© Enfis bis acutus eſt Sermo divinus bis acutus duos 
bus Teſtamentis Legis & Evangelii. Tertull. ad 
Marcion. Lib. Jo Ce 14. 5 
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to come, may tempt ſome Wap to Perſo- 
nate Elias, and if he ſhould put the Ban- 
ter upon us, this would turn more to our 
Ridicule among the People, than our In- 
fidelity and Oppoſition to the true Elias, 
will be a Reproach to us. Let us there- 
fore think of proper Teſts to try his Spi- 
rit by, that no Falſe-Prophet do beguile 
us with a lying one. Old Elias, we 
know, challeng d Baal's Priefts to a Con- 
teſt at the Sacrifice of a Bullock: And I 
have heard, that the new Elias will 
challenge us too, and chuſe the Moſ- 
chos ot the Letter of the Law of Mo- 
ſes, which is the Apocalyptical Beaſt, 
for his Bullock. Pray, Sirs, let us look 
about us, that he play us no Hocus pocus, 
or Legerdemain Tricks. Let us ſee well 
to him, that it be pure, ſpiritual, imma- 
terial, prophetical and celeſtial Fire, that 
he makes to deſcend upon the Body of it. 
There is one Thing that Elias is to per- 
form in this his Sacrifice, that JI think im- 
poſſible to be done in this Church, that 
is, as his Sacrifice is to be made for the 
Ignorance of the Prieſts, as well as of the 
People; ſo let any one look upon our Bi- 
ſhops, and other dignified Clergy, eſpeci- 
ally if they put on their, demure Counte- 
nances, and judge, whether it be poſſible 
for Men to be more learned, more * 
24 4 3 
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and more knowing of the Nature of God 
and his Providence, than they ſeem to be. 
But why ſhould we Proteſtant Prieſts of 
the Church of England trouble our Heads 
at all about this Matter? If Elias ſhould 
come, it will hardly be to our Clergy. It 
is the Opinion of * Lapide and s Suares, 
which is founded on the Authority of the 
Fathers, that as Elias comes for the Re- 
formation of the Clergy, Cc. ſo he'll 
come to that Part of the Church univer- 
ſal, where Anti-Chriſt's chief Seat is, and 
where his Miniſters are moſt rampant ; 
which Opinion 1s our Security ; or the 
Prieſts of the Church of Rome, when they 
hear of it, will laugh at, and inſult over 
us. But, | 


Seventhly, As to the. Fourth Head of 
my Diſcourſe, I don't doubt but to puz- 
zle and confound our Adverſary about his 
Notion of the Two Witneſſes. And tho 
we Proteſtants can't agree upon another 
Opinion about them; yet J, like the fa- 
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mous Chillingwerth , that could diſpute 
well againſt any Thing, and defend no- 
thing, can raiſe Objections enough againſt 
his Notion ; and I promiſe my Readers 
before-hand to make pleaſant Work with 
his new Metamorphoſis of Moſes and Elias 
on Meunt Tabor. But, 


Eighthly, As to my Fifth Head, on 
which I am to expoſe our Adverſaries 
Blunders, lay open his Falfifications, and 
diſprove his ridiculous and incredible 
Tales; I long to be at it; and, once 
thought of poſtponing my other Heads of 
Diſcourſe to this, for the Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction I ſhall give the Publick on it. 
My Fingers itch to be at him on this 
Score. None can imagine before-hand, 
how witty and facetious I will be on this 
Head, nor how ridiculous and contempti- 
ble T'll make our Adverſary. We have 
render d him very deſpicable already, and 
by the Stories we. have told of him, have 
occaſion d many a Man to give him a 
ſcornful Look; but the Jeſts and merry 
Animadverſions, I will paſs here on his 
Ignorance and Blockiſhneſs, ſhall make 
the very Boys of the Streets, for the fu- 
ture, to laugh at him. Old South and 
Sherlock, with their comical Remarks on 


each others Blunders, did not give the 
Town 


yay 
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Town half the Diverſion, that I will in 
this Caſe. | 
And now I have hinted at the Contro- 
verſy between thoſe Two Orthodox Di- 
vines of the Church of England, Dr. 
| Sherlock, and Dr. South, I will tell you, 
Sirs, how impious and profane our Ad- 
verſary is in his Compariſons. He com- 
pares this Controverſy between theſe 
Two eminent Dzvines, to the Diſputation 
between a blind and a deaf Man, when 
the one is blind of Underſtanding, and 
the other dull of Apprehenfion. The 
Controverſy between the Athanaſians and 
Arians at this Day, he compares to Two 
blind Men a boxing each other, who, for 


want of Eyes in their Underſtandings 


and Heads, frequently, if not altogether, 
miſs their Blows : And Whifton and Va- 
terland, the Two Champions of this Con- 
troverſy, he ſays, are like Two Bulls con- 


tending for the Command of the whole 
Black Herd. 


Sic duo converſis inimica in Prælia Tauri, 
Frontibus incurrunt. | 
Stat pecus omue metu mutum, muſſantque Tuvence, 
Quis pecori imperitet, quem toto Armenta ſequantur. 


And the Controverſy between the Popiſb 
and the Proteſtant Church, is like, he 


ſays, 


LS 1 


ſays, to the ſcolding of Two Whores, in 
which ſhe is always reckon'd moſt pun- 
gent, that gives the worſt Language: 

And becauſe the Proteſtant Church has 
uſed the greateſt Multiplicity of Words, 
and given the moſt opprobrious Language, 
therefore ( juſt as it is at Billing gate) 
the Laugh in England has gone on her 
Side. Is not all This, Dear Brethren, ve- 
ry profane; and little leſs than Blaſphemy, 
ſo to abuſe not only our Reverend Con- 
troverſiſts in Religion, as if the Bone of 
Contention between them was hardly 
worth tugging for ; but the Two famous 
Churches of Chriſtendom, that are had in 
Veneration by Emperors, Kings, and 
Princes, as well as by an infinite Number 
of Biſhops and Prieſts of both of them. 
Our Adverſary with his myſtical and 
prophetical Harp, had "beſt look to him- 
ſelf, or he may provoke one of theſe 
Churches, like a Fury, as upon Advert 


of old, to fall on him and lay, 


En] bis oft nofiri Contemptor, & Haſtam, 


Vatis Apollinei vocalia miſit in Ora. 


But, having ſaid this by the By, et me 
beg of you, Dear Sirs, to remember to 
give me your Advice in the Caſes above; 
and do it with all Expedition, that I may 

pro- 


17 ] 

proceed with the more Courage and Re- 
ſolution againſt our Adverſary, to whom 
I now turn my Face again, and, Sword in 
End, Wy 7 

I think, Sir, I have ſliced you in many 
Places of this Diſcourſe; but all this is 
nothing to the Wounds I will give you in 
ſome hereafter. And if you don't ſoon 
cry Peccavi, and make Satisfaction, not 


o 


only to the Church of England, but to 


the Chriſtian Church of all Europe, 


( whom you pretend to have taken in 


Adultery with a Bull, that our Jupiter 
Olympius is transform d into, and which, 
for theſe Twelve Hundred and Sixty 
Years, ſhe has been riding on more and 
more out of the Way in the Wilderneſs of 
Error) you ſhall find that TIl lay my 
Blows on you thick and heavy. But be- 
fore we part, and deſcend from the Stage 
of Contention, for this preſent, let 
me ſoberly, without Paſſion, expoſtulate 


with you, in theſe Two or Three Par- 


ticulars. 


Firſt, Can't you write gravely and ſe- 
riouſly, as I do, without Feſfs, Puns, 
and Banter. There is nothing more nau- 
ſeous than Jes in Polemical Theology 
And it is a Sign in the Man that uſes 

e them, 
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them, that he has no true Senſe of Re- 
ligion, or that his Antagoniſts, for Dul- 
neſs, Tgnorance and Stupidity, are pro- 
per Objects of Sport and Laughter. Old 
Elias, who was unqueſtionably a grave, 
wiſe, and prudent Man, did Jeſt and 
Pun with Baals Prieſts; and how could 
he avoid it, in his Diſputations with ſuch 
Boobies as worſhipp'd Calves for Gods. I 
don't think that our grave Archbiſhop of 
—— could always have compoſed 
his Countenance, if he had been to Diſ- 
courſe with them. Somewhat or other 
in their Principles and Worſhip, would 
have moved him to Smile and break a 
Jeſt on them. But was Elias to come 
again to this Church, he would have no 
Occaſion for his bantering and jocoſe 
Talent. Though according to Dr. Gell, 
St. Auguſtin, and others, he is to act the 
whole Part of Elias over again, yet I 
can't think but this pleaſant Scene of his 
Tragi-Comedy would be omitted. He 
would meet with nothing in our Clergy, 
that is fit to laugh at, unleſs they really 
were ſuch Paltroons, Clodpates, Num- 
ſkulls, and Blunderbuſſes, as you, Sir, 
would make of them. Suppoſing our 
Clergy do Worſhip the Apocalyptical 
Beaſt, and, of the golden * oC 

od, 


L 

God, have made many groſs Bulls, Fat- 
lings, and Blunders, which they adore 
too for rational and divine Things; yet 
what's all that for a Jeſt, in Compari- 
ſon of the Calves that the old Baalitical 
Fools worſhippd 2 The moſt unhappy 
Circumſtance in our Proteſtant Prieſt- 
hood of this Church, that is obnoxious 
to Laughter, is our Tergiverſation and 
Circumvolation with every Wind of Do- 
ctrine, as it muſt be confeſsd that we 
can ſtand faſt to no Point long. But 1 
hope that Eliat, when he comes to know 
that we would, if we could, ſerve God 
as well as Mammon, will rather pity than 
laugh at us for this, and look upon it as 
more our Misfortune than our Fault, that 
with the Changes of the Times we-thifc 
our Principles, and ſtick cloſe to no- 
thing but our Intereſts. You, Sir, are 
ſo uncharitable as to think that there is 
nothing ſo abſurd, that we would not 
openly profeſs for Preferment : Nay, 
you have ſaid it, that if the Civil Au- 
thority would order a Calf to be placed 
in our Churches, where the Rood once 
ſtood, our Clergy for Promotions and 
Tranſlations would fall down and wor- 
ſhip it: But I thank God, our Governors 
have more true * in them, than 
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to make the Experiment to humour you; 


neither could you ſuſpect ſo much Wick- 
edneſs arid Idolatry in the Body of the 


. Clergy, if the Hiſtory of the Times paſt 


did not furniſh you with ſome forrowful 
Inſtances of the Inconſtancy of ſome of 
our molt Pious, moſt Learned, and moſt 
Orthodox Divines of this Church, which 
puts me to the Bluſh, and is enough to 
make a Chriſtian to weep rather than to 


jeſt at the Thoughts of it. But, 


Secondiy, Let me tell you, Sir, you do 


very fooliſhly and imprudently to name 


Folks Names in your Free-Gifts. Could 
not you challenge the Body of the Clergy 
without deſcending to ſome Particulars ? 
You was before, by a Friend, admoniſh'd 


of this Fault, which has hinder'd the Sale 


of your Writings, that otherwiſe would 
have gone off, like your Exa# Fitneſs of 


the Time of Chriſt's Advent, more cut- 


rently for the Sake of the Author, as 


well as Juſtneſs of the Diſcourſe. It is 
one of your pitiful Tricks to bear ſo hard 
on Mr. Hay, the harmleſs Vicar of St. 
Stephen Coleman Street, who would no 


more have defamed you at the Inſtiga- 


tion of others, if he thought of being fo 


lampoon'd, than his Countryman would 
have 


n 


have caught the Tartar, if he had been 
apprehenſive before- hand of being drubb'd 
by him. I wonder that Arch Deacon 
Stubbs, for want of a Pen, the proper 
Weapon for Reſentment in a Scholar, 
does not run his Fiſt in your Face. But 
you dare not go near Merchant. Taylor's 
School, for fear the Boys ſhould eſpouſe 
that Quarrel which Dr. Smith their Ma- 
ſter, will no farther. be engagd in. And 
you might as well have ſpared your 
Breath, as blow it after the Country 
Clergy, ſuch as Mr. Cotterel,” Liptrot, and 
others; who, like the Fox, with his 
Head in a Hole, think none ſee them; 
and, ſo long as your Satyr reaches not 
the Ears of their poor Neighbours, care 
not what the Learned ſay of them. 

I know your Deſign in mentioning of 
Names, is to provoke ſome of them to 
a Publication- of the Scandal they have 
ſpread of you, that you might have an 


Opportunity to recriminate, and be more 


than avengd on us; but 'we are not to 
be caught in that Snare. Don't you 
know that, Secundum* uſum Sarum, the 
bad Character of 'a great Man, whom we 
dont love, is not to be publiſhd till 
after his Death, when none hardly can 
contradict us, or will ariſe in Defence of 
him. 
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him. Was your Head laid in the Duſt, 
without any farther Diſturbance of the 
Church, you ſhould not want for a Bio- 
grapher, who ſhould make 571 as black 
as ever we have made old No# of Sidney, 
who ſubverted the Government of both 
Church and State in theſe Kingdoms, 
and tyrannically uſurpd the Throne of 
the King of them; as you would over- 
turn the Miniſtry of the Church univer- 
ſal, and place your ſelf in the Moſaick 
and Patriarchal Chair of Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority, like an infallible Pope, Judge 
and Moderator of Controverſies. But, 


Thirdly, and Laſtly, Let me adviſe you, 
as an Enemy, | 


—— Fas eft & ab Hoſte doceri, 


that you never more reflect on the great 
Reformers of the Church, ſuch as Lu- 
ther, Zuinglius, Calvin, Knox, and Pe- 
ters. For theſe are our Proteſtant Saints, 
and we'll no more ſuffer them to be a- 
buſed, than the Papiſts will their Domi- | 
nicus, Franciſcus, Loyola, Fryar Bacon, 
and Dr. Fauſtus. Though the Fathers 
have given = a large Commiſſion to in- 
veigh againſt the Miniſtry of the Letter; 
yet 
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* 
yet that ſhall not be your Protection for 
any Aſperſions to be caſt on theſe our 
choiceſt Heroes. Whole Countries have 
one or other of them in Veneration, and 
your Abuſes of them is an Affront to the 
Underſtandings of all their Admirers. Do 
you think the Chineſe and Turks would 
like to hear Mabomet and Confiutius, who 
were their falſe Prophets, ill ſpoken of ? 
Much leſs will the Proteſtants bear with 
any Reflections on their Saints above, 
who, are the prime Apoſtles of the Re- 
formation, and illuſtrious Founders of 
numerous and renown d Sets and Par- 
ties. Think ont, that ſome of the great- 
eſt Men of the Church and State in this 
Kingdom, may profoundly admire one or 
other of them, and may be provoked to 
extend a ſmall Reflection to the Length 
of a greater Crime. I have not con- 
ſulted with any Lawyers, and ſo can't 
tell whether there be any Thing in the 
Law of the Land, for the Puniſhment of 
a Man for his perverſe, ſtubborn, and ob- 
ſtinate Adherence to the Authority of the 
Fathers ; but the firſt Opportunity T have 
to talk with Biſhop W——, that true Pro- 


teſtant, III ask his Opinion, whether 
you hereupon may not be as culpable 
as was, once upon a Time, Mr. Miſt, 
g the 
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the Join naliſt; ſo wiſhing your Amend 
ment, and f. peedy Return to the Fat h 
a Proteſtant "Pricft which you think 5 
Man upon Earth can give an Accounts 
of, L fubſcribe * ſelf, with the Dork" 81 
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